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Churches of Chriſt, a weighty Concern' came upon 129 
my Spirit, to communicate ſome of thoſe Things 
ou which came under my Conſideration, ad” | 5 3 


1 could not be eaſy until I had given up to de It's 


£ 


* 


and as I. foreſee what 1 ſhall write will - 


and the longer: by commiemorating © the Dealings „ 
the LORD with us in 70 Nation, as well as 
writing ſome Things new and ad: So yu. 
I deſire you will bear its Length, it being 3 
5 bility, the laſt Time that ever I ſhall write to you, -— 
for I am but weak in Body, and ill able to write at 


— 


F 


o 


this Time; and, in all human Peg 12780 not li —. "i 
to continue long in this W owever that 


14 \ F . 5 1 ; ; 
| ; ; 3 


f » 


may bas Oh! faith) Re ob at. he Lord will be 
| pleaſed to keep and preſerve me near to himſelf td 
8 theEnd,"thatfon the End afy my Time, I may at- 
tin to that eyerlaſting Reſt, that the E ELDERS, 5 
| _ who have gone before me, are already entered into. 
And now, my dear Friends, I herewith fend you 
the Salutation of my endearad Love in qur LORD. 
and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, which re- 


mains as freſh and fervent with me now in old Ager 


ds in my Youth, more eſpetially to you that tra- 
vel in Spirit, and are zealouſly concerned for the 
Weltare and Proſperity of STON, you are as near 
and dear ta me as ever, and I have Unity with you, 
in the Covenant of Love and. Life, whether you, 
are ad or young, rich or poor; for in this Love it 
is that we are bound up together in the Bundle of 

Life, being baptized by one Spirit info one Body, | 


and in this Loye which proceeds from the Spirit, 
the true Unity oſ the Church is kept up and main- 


tained in the Bond of Peace, whereby the wwbole. 
Boch is edified together i in Love, which you know 
is a fronger Bond and Tye than all ourwgrd Lays, 5 


Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith without it. 


And beſides this Gift of the HOLY SPIRIT, 
which CHRIST has given us for our Salvation, ; 
he has given mene Means and Aſſiſtances gan- | 

ducive to that great End; thus he has afforded us. 

the HOLY SCRIPTURES for our Information, 
Faliſcation and Cumfart, thro' the Spirit. He has 
Pet us his Miniſters and Meſſengers, * he has 
furniſhed with the immediate Power of his Word! 
Hie has gifted ELDERS. to overſee, adviſe and 
|  edmoniſh us, and, by his holy Spirit, he has moved 
1 * Miniſters a ang 4 Elders, to give forth and 


leave 


1 Infradtions, 67 mate ie 
and Diſcipline in the Charebes of CHR ST, W 
— an Hedge and Fence about us fer our Preſerva- 
ion (ſo far as Means can do) in this Wehe of the” 
Spirit as well as to keep us from the 
Inroads of the Enemy, who goes about © 1. 56. 5 
continually feeking whom he may devour. DIL. 
Our gracious LORD has done all this for us f in 
our Day and Time, as he did formerly, ſo that we 
may truly ſay with that holy Prophet 2 8. who | 
ſpoke from the Mouth of the Lord, 
aying, What could have been done more | | WY 5: ” 
to my lan ”_ e org ot 8 
it. "And 1 pray God it may not'be laid of many 
| jo Feral oh > ſaid to Tfraef then, vis. Where © 
fore, when ¶ looked that it 2 Prong fert® Grapes, | 
it brought forth wild Grapes. oo T 
Now, thy dear Friends, that which beats the | 
greateſt Weight upon my Spirit at this Time, is, fe- 


lating to gaaly Order and Diſcipline; in the Churches 3 : I 2 
of Chriſt : And tho I Well Know that you who 


have retained your ir Love to God, and have 
kept your Habitation in his holy Truth, do not 
want any Information of mine to convince vou 
of the Neceſſity and Service thereof; yet as ont of kk, 

the Abundance of the Heart the - Mouth ſpeaketh, fo 
out of the abundant -Concern 1 feel upon __— 
Spirit for the Proſperity of Truth, 1 beſeech you 
bear with me while Teaſe my Mind, if it but Dos. 
of the leaſt Benefit to'the Megs pre in your Meet- 
ing, by ſtirring up the Mind by way f Remem- 
ach for nbc ber ard $1 at very Kadbie thak 
ſome of you do want but little ſtirring up to your 


al Oy — * 1 believe many 
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3 TRY Neither da you Ranked. _ —_— 
that our Vomen s, as well as Men's, Meetings fer 
Di ſeipline, were fr/t: ſet up by the Movings of 
the LO R D's Power, through that wortiy and 
faithful Elder GBoR GR Fox; and alſo, that the 
Authority of theſe Meetings is to be kept up and 
maintained therein, you are living Witneſſes there- 
of, becauſe the LO RD has often owned your 
Services in them by the Gerber of his 95. 
ribus Power. erer 
'You know: allo. that. in the br Ef SOM of 
theſe our Men's Meetings, the Members of them 
pere to be faithful! Men, Who were to 


ö Exod, 4 54 rule and govern tbr the IL. ORD; Mex 


8 . fearing, GOD, and. hating, Covetouſneſs, 
= recable to thoſe in the Apoſtles Times, whom the 

OLY GHOST had made Overſeers in the 
Church ot CHRIS T; yet this does not exclude 


Boneſt minded young Men from being admitted to ſit 


in thoſe Meetings as Learners, who, growing in 
Truth, may at length come to have their ſbiritual 
Senſes exerciſed, ſo as rightly to diſcern between Good 
and Evil, and Things that differ, tho at firſt they 
may not ee into Things /o clearly as the faithful 
Elders did, yet as they grow in Truth, and - follow 


ws them, as the Apoſtle Paul adviſes, the 
bl. 3, IS, Tord in due Time will reveal ſuch Things 


unto tbem. I can ſpeak; this from my 


own eee, likewiſe, in a more general Way, 


as there are, and always will be, different Degrees 
of Growth in the Members of.» the Church of 


CHRIS T, yet as all are growing in Truth, and 
drawing one Way, and aiming at the ſame Thing, 
"FORE Honour * the LOR D, and Proſperity 


* 1 


of 


— 


ſion and Bubi en to one another, hut more elpe- 
cially to godly Elders-and Overſeers; here the n 
and Selſewill of Man is kept out, and the. Unity _ 


of the Spirit, in an beaventy Harmony, maintain- Al L 
ed in thoſe Meetings, as well as ou the whole 5 — 1 


Body, or Church of CHRIS TT. 


And while Things remained in this Order, he — 
true Marebmen for CHRIS T, thoſe Elders, my "al 
ligently watched them, leſt the Enemy ſhould ſteal _ © 

in upon them; and when at any Tire he made 

an Appearance, they gave the Alarm to the Flock 
to beware of the Devourer: Thus, if any Thing 
did appear contrary to Truth, of what Kind ſoe. 
ver, then, preſently (without Delay) thole true 

Matebmen did endeavour to put a Stop theretoz . | 7 


good: Examples to the Flock themſelves 3 t 


then it was that Things went well in general in the 
Churches of CHRIS T. I could enlarge abun». 


dantly upon the good Effects of it, but top my -. 


ſelf, and in a few Words ſay, That, then the. Din-. 


derly. were dealt: with in due Tie, accarding. to the 
Ns of their Offences, and far their G 

if. they could not be reclaimed, : they were ſet in their 
Places, Truth cleared, and they made as Sms to 
others, and then thoſe Examples in ſome Meaſure; be. 
came 4 Terror to ſuch who were inclined and ready 75 
follow. their diſorderly Steps, by which Means. many, 1 
believe, were deterred e er And thus holy: Diſci- 
Pline was kept in its right. Channel, and, aboue all, 


the LORD. was pleaſed to on: theſe Services with . 8 1 


bis beaventy Power... 
But ll alas! The State, 5 T hings . 


in . Condition but a few Years before the Enemy 


4. An 


of his lah ; Trath, e eee 5 | 


5 


1 echte Ps ee hs beak dan | 


'® who had been as lud Elders and Miniſters ts be 
15 doneerned cherein (ſuch who 6nee knew better 


ſtroy this good Order and Diſcipline, and leave eue. 


wait until they are convinced, that ſuch and ſuch 


ttis under a Pretence of Christian Liberty, 


_ the Fence of Diſcipline, Wich Had been ſet up by 
+. the Power of GOD, and even prevailed” on ſome 


Things) but had departs 
- Truth, and Zeal fot it; — Men, with boyd 0 
5 Bertin Compan. in our bordering Nation, id riſe 
up againſt that Aa of Od, G. Fox, who had bee 
made the Inſtrument, in the Hand of the LO R D, 
to ſet up good Order and Diſcipline ; they levelled | 
their Rage and Malice againft him in particulat; ; 
with thoſe who had kept * f firll Love in genes 
ral: But their che End was to lay waſte, and de: 


from their h Love to 


ry one to do as they pleaſed, and would have no Bounds 
ſet, with this plaufible Pretence, that all muſt be left 
to the Light in their Conſcientes, and Friends mult. 


aim aſc rr, 


Things were contrary to Truth, tho even many of 
te Things they went into, the Z;ght of CHRIST 
led the rue Followers of it out of, and to teſtify 
_ againſt, in the Beginning. This was pleaſing 'Doc= 

trine to Libertines; it took with them, and they 
made uſe of it, and thereupon went into wrong Li- 
berty, as Height, Pride, Faſhions of the World; 
Stiff-neckedneſs, Strife, Contention, and ſo un ruly, 
that they would not ſubmit their Differences to 
f Friends, with many other Things contrary to 
Truth, too long to enumerate; and yet all 
and 
that they were not convinced by the Light 
in their Conſciences to the contrary. In 
5 ſnort, oe Rebellion and AT e 
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$01 a * urch) Was very great M 
ni, and in forms" Plies. this 2 Pen 1 
ings; but the LORD Ouüght 4 pen | 
that Spirit, and they came to nothing; as a Body. I 
of People; yet rr ary Ho this, the Seed * 9 
which they had ſow-n in this Time of m Þ# 
Liberty remained; and ſtill remain àmongſt ma. 
ny, in ſome Places, and in this Time it Was that 
ſome of thoſe Seeds were brought irrte his Nation, 
by Examples from them, and in partfeular i 
and Finery in Apparel and Houſhold Stuff, with forme | 
other Things, of which Tam, preſently to ſpeak. 
, Tho! I Was but a young Man then, yet an = 
ai Eur Witneſs of many ot thoſe Things, having 
been at ſeveral of the Meetings in England, where. 
in this /bertine Spirit raiſed Contetition, and then 


I'thearly ſaw the Tendency thereof, that 1 It would; 
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9 p : 
4, 4 y * 
1 1 » * 3 
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if poſſible, 1ay, waſte the whole Heritage-of GOD, 4 
and T bore my Teſtimony againſt 1 it; 45 nem enn 
Scaſoris and Opportunities offered! 


Thee written after this Manger 0 1 ſnew RY 
good Order and Diſcipline was ſet up and eſtabliſh<- 
a in a general Way, and what Spirit ir was chat 9 
oppoſed it then, and 1 greatly fear the Time Spi: 
nt is at work how; in this Nation, tio in à diffetz  . } 
ent Appearance, not by their oppof 1g all Difci- 2 2. 
pline 1 fly a general Manner as they did „but by 
breakin g of Minutes, and weakening the Hands 
of the Faithful, who are zealouſly concerned in 351 1 
rit for the Promotion of Truth, and Keeping % 
the Diſcipline thereof in its ig, ERS. 4 
Now, in opening theſe Things, I find 1 ſhall be 
Rill led on in an Bigorica! Manner, and therefore 
deſire your ws and it tend not 1 
P- Infor- 
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Foo them already, yet it may be to the Younger, 
by commenurating.the kind Dealings of the LORD 
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and that many Epiſtles and Minutes went forth 
from our Half-year Meeting, againſt that Jrber- 
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. 1 mn 1 
own upon; Jags. yet all did not pr n, 
effectual, until at laſt the LORD. Res! his un- 


ID wearied;Endeavours with, Succeſs, as a [chief In- 


in ſtrument in the Hand of G 0 D, for putting 


to godly Diſcipline in due and c0/e Execution, jb 14 
has WY which Means a Stop was put to that Spirit, in 
IDS ' great Meaſure, until he was taken from us, and 
eds, it is now about Thirty. Years ſince the LO R D Il 


ght Wl raiſed. up and ſpirited: many godly. Elders to join 


relating to Converſation and Behaviour, | and run- 


long to enumerate, and which may be ſeen in 
thoſe Minutes; and for the more effectual per- 


it, ne 


tha Work, and when thoſe Epiſtles and Minutes 
Aſſent in the Minds of Friends to comply with the 


FEY, 


We 6 


EC 


ot with him as one Man, in this Work of Ref arma-, 
ion, and thereupon Epiſtles were given forth from 
hey Falt-years Meetings, which named Abundance 

that W of Superfluities, in Apparel, Houſe Furniture, gar- , 
ung nhing of Houſes, &c. with numerous other Things 


ing. g#cedily after the Things of this World, too 5 


forming this Work, they directed us to chuſe out 
right: ſpirited Friends, who had a concern upon 
them for the Proſperity of Truth, and putting a- 
way all thoſe Things that were as Nuiſances in the 
Church; to viſit every particular Family, to ſee, in- 
125 and adviſe ending, as ay ſaw Occaſion , 


Now ha. os Time, 8 0 R D had N 1 
raced. . Concern in the Minds of the faithful El. 
ders, in moſt Parts of this Nation, and, with _ 
they: had ; likewiſe been preparing the Hearts 8 

unger and middle aged Generation, to join in 


came down, to this Province, there was a general | 


ACTI. they gave us, as ſeeing the. Neceſſity of 
F 2 — 3 


1 4 . = > 
. "oe * - * * * * * A, 649K 1 by CE 22 a a, RAR A a 
. W . v0 4&2 ne A Ge. 1 Sus : 4 ,- 4 > kent +, date n 1% N Nen _ 2 N . . * » * 
> Ir; n I rr 1 „„ 5 was N , a Ca he, . 3 N . N * 
ß ERFns 0 n - i 1 . an... 8 P 
F - . - - 4 Ws — - 7. * : Cs * * „ * NN RE 
"P Þ IR Q . IMs 3 25 YT. * * 8 * jane BC ADS . ; * 3 $ 2 — 2 INN » 
. * þ . 9 * 7 * . 7 n 2 N _ * & þ 7 —— 1 . — 8 
* * K 4 * : 9 — 8 , +» £ e 2 8 — — Ln ard es 3 2 nnn 
4 * Ya N 3 * . 2 * mY ny f N 4 F440 2 3 if * 4 mY 5 — 8 LY * „ 9 * 
< I. c 2 N » 1 q 9 3 Wer A 7 
1 os, oN S999 TA 7 N n . AISLE > Pong 2 — + i= A =, ww g ; E 
* 0 RR, _ mW. hay Hee! . ” ob. ; 5 K 


7 7 
WS; Fe! 


— — — 
n 
3 


2 7 4 oo 
TFT ne ET 
88 * 3 
Wo 2 ; 
rr 


aa Welpe ha Wall contefs 1 Aue ee be oY 
_ _ this C 
Fl concerned toftake the Advice as any id the Nas 
Bon; for tho; our Wives und Children dteſſeil 


that were not 
and as Truth Ap am aN led inte 847 Be- 


F Yo ng 
S er pienatigce — 
hp 
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cerned in Spirit for Ahe Proſperi 
chat think themſelves: very weak, and thereby are 
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City! of | Cork; were al that Time as much 


pretty p „Jet many of them wort ab cb 
Apparel, the 'of®grave Colours, and many of our 
Houſes were | furniſhed with divers Superfluities; 
agreeable to the Plainneſs of Truth, 


+7 


Sinning. al „nl 


However] ſo it was th abe L 0 R D 5 


| the Hearts-of thoſe alſo, and they joined Heart and 


Hand to the Work, in firl} cleanſing” their own 


Houſes and Families 22 eſe Things, and after 


that, as Elders were appointed accord to the 
Advice of the Half-year s Meeting to viſit" Fami- 
lies, ſo ſome of These the Wunger, were appoint- 
ed amongſt the Reſt; but I weſl know 10 Was ve- 
ry hard for ſome of them to give up to it, as think- 
ing the Service too weighty for them, but havin 
a (Concern upon their Spirits, that the Work 
ſhould go on, they at laſt complied, tho in a 
Croſs to their own Wills, they went in much Weak- 
neſs, Fear and Trembling, but the LORD: NI. deſ⸗ 


tity) was with and ſtrengthened them in the 
Service. 


1 write this for the Encouragement - of 
ng Perſons, ſuch vvho are con- 
ty of Truth, and 


all Honeſt hearted you 


too backward in ſuch Services, which the ' faithful 
Elders in the Church of G 0 D all think thein 


meaſurably capable of. 


It is with me to let the Yo bange, Lads! 1055 


F riends Pee in Viſits; and this T ober 
N order 


* 


2 
- CC, or rr error —_ 
r 


— one * a vow 5 15 L 


far che 1 Fi r themſelves, relating! te:rthie 1 
Things about which they were going do advie 
others; and, after ,due.-Examination:-proetded: i 
thus: When we came to a Family, we lat daun 2 
with them, and firſt \ waited" a While upon the 
LORD, and then, as it aroſe in the Minds of any, = 
we principally in the firſt Placer: directed 
the Gift of the L OR Oꝰs Spirit in chemſelves, 
that by which alane they could grow in che Truth, 
and which; would lead them in outwards: Things, 
agrecable thereto; as to Converſation; Ben 
and Plainne of Apparel and Sprech, &. as it dell 
our Elders in the Begmning; and that Altho' 1 OF. : 
theſe Things were very commendable in their Place, 
yet told them they would not do / chen Mj. 
cept the Heart was alſo: right in the Sightſof the 
LORD And having ſpoken what was in rt 
Minds, according to the State of the Fanilyjy x- 
vifited ( ſometimes all together; and ſwme times 
particularly apart, as we ſaw Oceaſi on gur 5 e. 
then came to the Minutes from Is 
Meeting, and ſpoke particularly 5p 83 
And this I may cell you of a Truth, that Ir — N 
thoſe Viſits na in this City at that Time we 


Hein Ss 2 
1 177 * ; * 


met with no Oppoſition ot Cuntradictiom 1 in any ene AY 


Family or particular Perſon, that I remember. - 
but a general Condeſcenſion in all, and ſometimes 
a free and open Confeſſion of Things that had 
been amiſs, and that in great Tenderneſs, witk 
_ of Amendment for the future; 0 Wire the 

VI iters 0 


8 1 1 13 e bs 
8 Viſitors TOY Viſited had great Setisfactlen in BY : 
Service; and this 1 may further tell you; above 


. the LORD owned. bur Service, by-favour- 


ing us with his holy Power therein, ſo that in 
"ſome Families, where Things were well, the 
LORD overſhadowed us by his living Preſence, 
and melted us down together, as into one Lump; 
May ny Soul never forget A mY __ w_w le 7 have 
70 Day to live in this World 1 oo oe 6h 
Now, after thoſe Viſits were over in | ohio City, 


2 #3 [2:7 7 


In convenient Time moſt of thoſe Viſiters here did 


Accompany: ſome' other faithful Elders in the Pro- 
Vince, and they went through it, viſiting the Fa- 
miles of Friends, like as they had done in this Ci 
ty which had much the ſame Effects as here, there 
being 4 general Condeſcenſion to comply with 
the Befire of the Half- year's Meeting; and accord- 
ingly in Time, there was (I think I may ſay) a 
pretty full and efetual Reformation in this Pro- 
vince in outward Things that had been amiſs, and 
which that Meeting deſired might be put away, 
and I underſtand the ke Succeſs attended that 
Service in other Parts of this Nation; and thus 
Things ſtood for ſeveral Years, and there was great- 
_AOnity among Friends of this Province in partieu- 
lar, as well as in general throughout the Reſt of 
the Kingdom, and the LORD was pleaſed there- 
with, which he manifeſted oftentimes - by the O- 
werflowing of his divine Power in the AIDE: of: 
Friends. BEE 

I confeſs, my Near F riends, my writing aftet 
this Manner locks rather like an Hiſtory or Nar- 
rative, than an Epiſtle, but I defire you will bear 
with me, it being to magnify the loving es 
Ls | . + of: 


of · 14 LORD! in (rehearing) Y 
us, and for the Inf. uragen 
of the Wunger, that they may follow. the 8. 


ſhun and avoid that lihertine Spirit, which 1 How 24, 
is now getting in, ar has go in again, endea- . 


vouring to throw en and ay: waſte what dur 9 
odly Elders had 'reated up by the Power of the — 1 


, O'RD, and from, tus Fear I an logs to, 49 * 
after this Manner. e 


Are there not ſome in Being! 080 not on 8 4 
faw thoſe Times of outward: Reformation, but allo 


«> 


heartily joined therein, by putting away out of *, . : : 


their Houſes and Families thoſe Superfſuities in 


Fineneſs of Apparel and Howſbould Furniture, Ke 


am ſatisfied there are. Or are there any who, ſinee . 
that Time, have owned that Concern, and for a 

Time ſtood zealous for the Plainneſs of Frutb? 
I am perſuaded there are. And now T query, are 
there any of late Times, of both Sorts, Who have 


loſt For former Zeal, and ſuffered or permitted "Mi 
fome of the ſame or greater Superfluities in Apparel "I 


4 * £ 


and Dreſs t0 be worn —5 their Children, and in ibi, » 


Families; and likewiſe have fuſfered or permitted as 
Ane or finer. Houſe Furniture and Garniſhing to come 


into their own Houſes,” or ibeir Ghildren's, which: 1 _— 


am ſatisfied they might have prevented; by zea- 
louſly ſtanding againſt it; and moreover, have they” 


3 5 4 | 
the worthy Antienti, who have followed Chat, and 


not connived at others that have gone into en - 


Things? I fear there are ſuch. 


Now, by theſe and the like Means, i by” 2 . . 
taking Examples from one another, the Seeds of 1 


Height, Pride, and Vanity, have grown and ſpread, 
more nun. us) than ever ne were before that 
5 T me 
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ing of the Souls af the upright in Heart. Ah 
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- Friends,” Friends, have this: to fay to yo, from 
the Movings of the Spirit of the LORD in my 
leart, how will you anſwer it in the Nay:of Ac- 


count? You, 1 ſay; that by your Eafmeſs — | 


| a | | warmneſs, have let in thoſe, fig ay upon 
aus again; for as our bleſſed Lord. fad. 
I boſo all. offend one of tbeſe little Mar: ub, 6 


Ones which believe in me, it were betten 
for him that a Millllone were: hanged — 5 Mel, 
and that be were drowned in the. Depth of the "Sn 


IF - What will be the Portion of ſuch as theſe s 


Therefore let all Wwho are concerned herein re- 


Jenks and do alt Arlt Works, before 36: be fol 


„ * beſides Heig bf, Bid and ae 5 — 
hae (L fear) — in too many with a daring. 
Face, are there not ſome that have very much loſt; 
or been aſhamed of, the Jam: Language both 3 
Healing and writing. 

. further query, Are there not ſome who Jaws 
gone into undue Liberty of many Kinds, and 6. 
thers that would be accounted ſomething, who have 
gone into Contentions,, Broils and Differences, 


( a covetous and ſelßſb Spirit) to the Frou- 


ble of the W I wiſh — may not. But 1 
cannot well paſs by that evi Spirit of Covetouf- 
neſs without the 1 Remark : It is an 
% abominable Evil in the Sight of the L OR D... 
„ CHRIS T.himſelf- ſeverely reprehended it, 
* and- cautioned to beware thereof; his holy A- 
< poſtles called it Laolarry, and the former Fans E 
9 \Phets eried out againſt it; ; as did in like 
NS Manner | 


e 
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Manner that wortiy I 
a en reof 31 where! it takes: de Ronen in 
ee the Heart, it is a mnercrleſs de ing Spirit, not 2 13 4 I 
7 anly endeavouring to devour” others; dut eren 112 
deſtroy: that: Man himſelf who gives Way there · 
* to, and very little can ftand bare a nenn 
*© beware thereof wherever it appears. 
And laſtiy, beſides what I have queried abbve; A 
1 here query in a more general Manner, Are there 
not ſome who were onee very zealous, and ſtood © 
againſt all thoſe Things I have mentioned, and if 
they had kept then Biabitariahs in the L O D's 
holy Truth, might have been made ſerviceable | 
Inſtruments. in his Hand, and as 4rigbt Stars 
in the Nirmament of his Power, and have join- 
ed Hand in Hand, and put Shoulder. to Shoulder, in 
helping the Faithful to keep out thoſe: Things; 
and by which Means I am perſuaded- they would 
in great Meaſure have been kept out: I ſay, Are 
there not ſome of thoſe (tho I hope not many) 
that now of late Years have been faulty in ſome 
of thofe Things themſelves, and others whothave | 
ſtood enfy, and unconcerned in Mind, while they 
have ſeen and beheld ſome that were going into 
them, and inſtead of helping the zealous and up» 
right in Heart, have rather clogged andweakned their 
Hands, by openiy or ſecretly" abetting the Cauſe of 
the wrong Spirited and the Diſorderly, fo far as they 
were able, and thereby have ſometimes: fended off 
the Stroke of Juſtice — Judgment, in the Way 
of Diſcipline (and hindred the Line thereof) from 
being ſtretched over ſuch in due Time, according 
to the Nature of their Offences: For if right Times 
hee menen 
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oboe 150 vet 1 Luk . 4 as WI ere. 
as, if true Discipline had been duly: and rightly 
exeduted, it might probably have tended to the 
Oood of fuch Offenders tbemſelves; as well as the 
"rin others from following their Steps; but, 
above all, it would have kept up, and eſtabliſhed 
Order and ys e ts Ne Line en 
Church of CHRIS H. 
The breaking or obiiradiing this Win Line of 
| Diſcipline has (I fear) produced a partial connive 
ing amongſt ſome; for — the Buſy, Luke 
warm, and Indi fferent (who. have loſt their firſt 
Love) daubed with untempered Mortar, while 
they have endeavoured to ſkreen and defend the 
ane and Troublers of the Church? And, on 
the other Hand, have nat. ſuch: joined with the 
luke-warm Daubers, when they Tons been juſtly 
found Fault withal, and then both Sorts have 
been eaſy with the High, Proud and Libertines, 
who alſo in their” turn (as they had Opportunity) 
defended the Reſt ; and thus they have ſtrength- 
ened one another; contrary: to that woſt- folemn 
Charge which the Apoſtle Paul gave to Timothy, in 
Relation to the Management of the Church Af 
fairs, vis. I charge thee (ſays he) before. G O D, 
and tle LORD JESU S. CHRIST ond. the 


ele Angels, that thou obſerve theſe Things, without 


preferring one before another, doing nothing by Par=. 
* Trality, 1 Tim. v. 21. Such as theſe are Men for 
G OD, and 7:gh7 Judges for Him. They cannot 
ſwerve or be partial to any Party, Perſon, or even 
neareſt Relations, for Favour, Affection, or world- 
ly Ends; but as to thoſe who are eaſy, Juke-warm, 


partial or cold, or ſuch that are Troublers of the 
e 


MA} 


ene m G 0 D; and who our bun hne Wings 


J have this in my Heart to ſay (if thiere be an ß 


ſuch, as I fear there are) the LG R D's Contrbv er? 
ſy is againſt them,, Whether they pretend to be 


Teachers of others, or as Elders, and he will dreads 
fully plead with uch above. others, far they may 2 
not only have their own Blood to anſwer for, but 2 


alſo the Blood of others; therefore repent in Tame; - by | 


before it be 760 late. If any one ſhall think me 4% 
arp in what I write, I may tell them it is no plea- | 
ſing Work to me, for I do it in a Croſs to my + 
Will, but the Day calls for plain e and 1. 
muſt diſcharge'my. Conſcienc. 0 T6 


But as for you, ny dear Friends, Who * W 4 
tained your iy. Love to G O PD, and have ſtood . 
zealous tor the L O RD and his Truth, whether 
you are Miniſters or Elders, 'young vr di what! 
write touches you not; therefore 1 verily. believe 


you will not be offended at it, for you can diſcern 
from what Spirit I write: But notwithſtanding 
I have enumerated ſo: many - hurtful Things which _ 

have prevailed upon ſome that have been :- 


watchjul, yet J hope none will miſtake me ſo far 2 


as that thereby Tok mean the Generality of Friends; 
which J am 1 from doing; for I believe, and 


„ 


know, that the Lord has ſtill a faithful People: 1 in | : "4h 1 


this Nation, which 1 e he wal nen to Ru 1 
Fad. 

Moreover, 1 bare this in W ta foy 105 
chat go mourning under the Burden of thoſe Thin gs 


I have mentioned, be not 700 much diſcouraged tho 185 5 


ſome of your Brethren, that ſhould have helped 


you, have left you, it was ſo of old; remember that 


prone Servant of the LORD, Mp 15 how often 
he 
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he met with from rebellious: Iſrael, yet the 1. OD 
ſtood by him, and carried him through to the End; 
Remember the Prophets, Nlijal. Eærkieliand Feres. 
miab, with others, whö ſometimes thought they 
flood alone, yet the LO R ſtood by them, and 
likewiſe carried them through. Remember Pa, 
who faid to Timothy. upon Occaſion than aint fin 
no Mam ſtoud abith him, and all they of Aſia + ria. il a6. 
turned from bim, and he e met with great 
8 and Diſcouragements, yet the LORD 
ſtood by him, and carried him through: Theſe 
may be as Examples and Encouragements to your; 
therefore flack not your Hands, be not diſmayed; 
becauſe of Oppoſitions and Diſcouragements von 
meet withal, ſtand your Ground, and be zealous 
for the LORD and his Teſtimony, and though 

.cannot do all you dgſire, yet ds all. you can fur 


you. 
um, and the LORD m ſtand b 1 aue 


did by tliem formert . ige gn on 

Dear Friends, there is e Thing of 
Conſequence that 1 have not yet mentioned; 
which has done Abundance of Miſchief in the 
Church, and that is the Fondneſs | and dadulgence 
of many Parents to their Children, in giving them 
their own Way and Wills ſo long, until the Root 
of Evil has grown and fpread itſelf forth into ma- 
ny evil Branches, and at length they have been 
ſo alienated from Truth and F riends, that ſome. 
of them have run quite out. I could enlarge a- 
bundantly upon the cui Effects of this fond Indul⸗ 
gence, but that I have been fo large already on o 
ther Matters, and that we have o any Minutes 
againſt it. 4 F0 8 471 | Y 


Hon wever 
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nt Howrah I fay, that e gudiy 1 
have diſcharged their Duty to their . 
which has Het had the deſired Effect, yet they will | 
be clear of their Blood; but I believe too man T 2 4 
bave not performed their Duty, by which Neglect g 
their Children have taken wrong Liberty, and 
fallen into hurtful Things; ſuch Parents muſt 4 
erw for 1 it in the Day of the LO RD. 
Thave already Tpoken of ering: young "Mew - 
into Alen's Meetings, but have this to add (not as 
your Director) but as believing it is what Truth 
will lead all right ſpirited Friends into in every 
Quarter, vi. Lo be very careful not ta admit of 
any unleſs they come under theſe following Qua- _ 
13 Firſt, They ſhould: be ſober. and or. 
derly in their e Secondly, they ſhould 
be plain and exemplary' wm their Habit, Apparel and 
Dreſſing; hkewife 0 Tatlers. And thirdly, that 
he ſo far as Friends can have a Senſe of their 'Spirits;- 
that they will be condeſcending to godly Elders, and 
eat not either in their Words or Spirits likely to 
ed; | oppoſe them, for I have obſerved in my 1 
the that ſome, who have. been admitted, Tann 
nes Bl theſe: Qualifications, have in Time proved 22 
em Troublers of the Church, eſpecially if they have 
dot had fuent Tongues, wile J have beheld in ſome 
a- Places 4 9; former 8 = Yiu "Ga of = a” 
er. Soul. 14 inne 
wh Another Thing 1 may bee to you, that we . 
as have a great many young and middle-aged: Men 
ils amongſt us, who are orderly in their Converſa- 


WY BE tions, and alſo wiſh well to the Proſperity” of 5 

es Truth, and yet are (as I may term it) either „, ; 
2 Ani, or too FIPS incumbered in the ä 5 4 
er 5 0 2 
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et n nec and thereby a bes ward it! 
coming up into e for nth, - which 
_ otherwiſe they might be capable of, were their 
| e Senſes rightly exerciled, but by their 
1 2 being / /backward_ their Senſes grow (as, it were) 
aul, tor Want of Ule,:and I. believe it will be⸗ 
come the Duty of god; Elders in all: the Meet⸗ 
ings where ſuch are, to Hir them up to mind the 
i that is in them, or if Need be, even to 
rouſe them up to their Duties, as well for their 
011 1 a8 the Service they wok og for the 
Truth. 2110 Wee e 
And now, Rk 8 I am. come near to 
an End of this very long Epiſtle, and tho 1 
have been thus large already, yet one Thing 
more, bears Weight upon my Mind, and I 
could not be eaſy without touching upon it, which 
if it ſhall only tend to a Caution of the Vounger, 
my End will be anſwered ; and that is relating to 
the cloſe Joining in F amiliarity with any dart ops 
pte and unruly Spirits; you know we have Mi- 
nutes againſt it; and the Apoſtle. Paul was of the 
ſame Mind, when he adviſed to have no Company. 
with-any who obeyed not their Word, by; that Epiſtie, 
2 Theſ. ni. 14. 16. yet in that Caſe aber 
not to count ſuch an Enemy, but. admoniſi lim as 
a Brother, but poſitively. commands, in the Name 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, to with 
draw from every Brother that walked di or derly, and 
not After the Tradition received of the Apoſile, &e. 
2 Theſ. iii. 6. and hkewiſe to have no Fellowſhip: 
ech the en ul We orks of eder 5 bu reprove 
- Novi, if any of thoſe who walk wdrh, and 
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ate in Fad git Priends, Wh > a aaa b 
intimate and ummereſſary Familiarity. with Perſons of 
dark or oppoſite Spirits, I believe it will have theſe" + 
following bad Effects. Firſt, it may rather 
ſtrengthen them in that Spirit, than help: to re- 
claim them from their Oppoſition. Secondly, Tt 
may. harden them in Prejudice againſt thoſe that ĩ 
cannot do the fame. Thirdly, It may be of ill EE. 
ample, and tend to the further Hurt of others, i 
who are inclined to follow the Steps of the Un- | 
faithful. But beyond all this, in my Time I'have il 
obſerved, that even the Orderly themſelves have iſ 
been greatly hurt, at laſt ſome 84 them % there- be 
by; for having theſe Opportunities of frequent 
Converſation together, and by the continual bun. 
zing Things againſt the Faithful, the Orr; 
have in length of Time lent an Ear to them, where-'' 
by Surmiſes and. Pl ealoufies have been begotten, Oo 
theh Hardneſs and Prejudice have entered; and 
laſtly, a joining in e e with dark Spirits. #0 
againſt thoſe who have nothing more in their 
View than the Honour of the LORD, and. Good 
of Souls ; and by this very Means (even to my 
own certain Knowledge) many who (at firſt)” Were 
orderly and honeſt minded, were caught in this 
Snare in the Time of the Separation, and ſome t. 
ken in the ſame in this Nation alſo : Therefore 9 
I hope the Orderly will obſerve our Minutes ant 
the Advice and Commands of the A es, ank 
if they have Occaſion (as they may o ten) to con- 
verſe with any of the other Sort, to keep upon” - if 
their Watch, a Ty. din © FOE -as to: 
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